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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  1951. 
I.  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year. 
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The  above  do  not  include  160  river  and  estuarial  craft 

inspe cted. 


TABLE  B. 

II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

(a)  passenger  Traffic  During  1951. 

The  passenger  traffic  of  the  Port  is  confined  entirely 
to  day  trips  between  this  Port  and  other  British  seaside  resorts, 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

principal  Imports;-  Wood  pulp,  coal,  timber,  china  clay, 
stone,  gyps&m,  crude  oil,  fertilisers,  grain,  cattle  food,  seeds 
and  kernels  for  making  cattle  cake,  maize,  potatoes  and  flour. 

principal  Exports;-  Cement,  cattle  cake,  vegetable  oil, 
plaster  boards  and  scrap  iron. 

(c)  Countries  with  which  the  Port  principally  Trades 

Scandinavia,  Holland,  Germany,  Belgium,  Canada,  South 
America,  West  Africa  and  the  Mediterranean  ports. 

The  Principal  British  Ports  with  which  Trade  is  carried  on;- 

London,  Tyne  Ports,  Middle sborough,  Hartlepool,  Blythe, 
Keadby,  Goole,  Seaham  Harbour,  Ipswich,  the  Scottsih  East  Coast 
Stone  and  Coal  Ports,  the  Cornish  Stone  and  China  Clay  ports. 

Vessels  arrive  in  ballast  from  many  British  ^orts  to 
load  cargoes  of  cement. 


lo 


mmm  and  nationality  of  vesselh. 


British  468 
awedish  31 
Canadian  ^ 

German  3 


Dutch  86 

Danish  22 

Icelandic  2 

Russian  1 


Finnish  40 
Norwegian  37 
Panamanian  4 
Italian  1 


III.  Source  of  ater  Supply. 

1.  (a)  For  the  Port. 

There  are  two  sources.  The  South  side  of  the  River  is 
supplied  by  the  Chatham  &  District  Water  Company;  the  North 
side  by  the  Gtrootf  ater  Works  which  is  the  property  of  the 
Rochester  Cor’ -oration. 

(b)  For  Shipping. 

The  8U  ‘ply  is  from  the  same  sources. 

2.  Hydrants  and  Hosepipes.  Precautions  again  at  Contain:!  nation. 

The  majority  of  filling  points  are  standpipes  and  taps.  At 
the  few  points  where  hydrants  are  in  use,  the  system  of  drainable 
concrete  pits  and  porous  pits  renders  direct  contamination  unlikely. 
The  necessity  for  washing  the  connections  before  coupling  up  the 
hoses  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  people  concerned.  It  is  the 
usual  practice  to  take  the  supply  of  boiler  water  before  filling 
the  drinking  watr  tanks  and  this  ensures  that  the  hoses  are  well 
flushed  before  the  supply  of  drinking  water  is  taken  aboard . 


3.  Humber  of  1  ater  Boats  and  their  Ranitary  Condition. 


There  is  one  boat  for  supplying  ©hipping.  This  vessel  is  of 
iron  and  the  two  tanks,  car able  of  holding  some  forty  tone  of 
water,  do  not  form  part  of  the  hull  but  are  separate  construc¬ 
tions  and  may  be  lifted  out  of  the  craft  whilst  she  undergoes 
her  periodic  overhaul  and  the  painting  of  the  bilges.  During 
service  the  tanks  are  kept  sealed,  the  poy/er  pum»  supplied  for 
discharging  the  water  being  fitted  to  a  permanent  intake  pipe 
an  not  through  an  uncovered  manhole.  hen  taking  in  her  cargo 
of  water  the  vessel  is  placed  alongside  a  pier  along  which  a 
permanent  water  pipe  carries  the  water  from  the  Town  supply. 

Thin  pipe  is  connected  to  the  boat’s  tanks  and  the  water  flows 
In  without  contariimtion  by  dust  and  dirt.  Tp©  tanks  arc  cleaned  out 
and  cement  washed  at  regular  intervals.  In  order  to  render  the  work 
and  subsequent,  inspection  efficient,  electric  cables  are  carried 
along  the  pier  so  that  electric  lighting  is  provided  by  wandering 
lead  inside  the  boat’s  tanks. 


IV. 


Port  Health  regulations  and  port  Health  Amendment  egulabionr , 

1945. 


Gee  pages  30,  31  and  32  of  my  Annual  Report  for  194- >. 


TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases 
during  the  year . 

No.  of  Vessels 

Average  number  of  cases 

i  assengars. 

Crew . 

concerned . 

for  previous  5  years. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Lose  than  1 

TABLE  D. 

r 

Case©  of  Infectious  Disease  Occurring  on  Vessels  During  the 
Voyage  hut  Disposed  of  Prior  to  Arrival. 

Nil 
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Measures  against  Rodents. 

Steps  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  Ships  in  the  Port. 

The  query  as  to  the  presence  of  rats  on  board  is  made  to  the 
Master  or  Officer-in-Charge  on  all  vessels,  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspector  when  boarding. 

Peratisation  certificates  are  examined  in  the  case  of  vessels 
carrying  such  certificates  and  the  crews  are  questioned  as  to  the 
presence  of  rats  in  or  about  their  quarters,  and  store  rooms  and 
other  possible  harbourages  are  examined  for  rat  traces. 

Due  regard  is  given  to  the  trade  in  which  the  veer, el  is  engaged 
and  it  is  a  routine  measure  to  attempt  to  obtain  specimens  of  rats, 
for  bateriological  examination,  in  the  case  of  ships  from  places 
whe^e  plague  is  endemic. 

Foremen  stevedores  have  been  made  aware  of  the  significance 
of  finding  numbers  of  dead  rats  and  have  been  requested  to  report 
the  matter  without  delay. 

Attention  is  given  to  small  rivercraft  such  as  barges,  etc., 
which,  either  regularly  or  periodically,  take  on  cargoes  direct 
from  ocean  going  vessels  from  tropical  ports  and  the  Pasters  are 
informed  of  the  possibility  of  rats  from,  such  vessels  being 
taken  on  board  with  the  cargo.  The  Masters  of  such  craft  are 
asked  to  keep,  where  this  may  be  practicable,  any  rats  which  they 
may  catch  on  board  so  that  they  may  be  subjected  to  bacter  ological 
examination. 

(b )  Quays ,  Wharve s ,  War ehouse s ,  etc., 

These  places  are  examined  from  time  to  time  in  order  to 
discover  infestation.  They  are  included  in  the  block  control 
carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer  for  the  City  who  spends  part 
of  his  time,  as  necessary,  in  the  Port. 

The  principal  warehouses  and  mills  carry  out  a  routine  rat 
service  either  by  men  detailed  by  the  owners  for  this  duty  or  by 
rat  servicing  firms. 

In  addition  to  rats  trapped  on  board  vessels  from  suspected 
ports,  specimens  from  the  near  vicinity  of  the  Port  are  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  as  a  matter  of  routine. 

Measures  taken  to  Prevent  the  Passage  of  Rats  from  Ship  to  Chore. 

Except  in  special  circumstances  no  measures  are  taken  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  rats  from  ship  to  shore. 

The  larger  vessels  from  tropical  ports  discharge  their  cargoes 
into  lighters,  etc.,  while  moored  out  in  the  stream  and  the  usual 
precautions  such  as  beams,  lighted  and  painted  gangways  are 
impracticable.  In  the  majority  of  cases  access  to  the  ship  is  by 
rope  ladder  w1  ich  is  hung  clear  of  the  craft  alongside. 

Methods  of  Peratisation. 

(a)  Rochester  is  not  an  authorised  Port  for  the  issue  of  Deratis- 
at ion  Certificates  but,  where  these  are  required,  arrangements 
have  been  made  under  Article  4  of  the  Port  Health  Regulations, 
for  them  to  be  supplied  by  the  Port  of  London  Authority. 

Where  deratisation  is  necessary  traps,  sulphur  dioxide, 

Varnish  boards  and  poisons  are  the  methods  used  by  the  1  ort  staff. 
Fumigation  by  H.C.N.  is  carried  out  by  firms  specialising  in  this 
type  of  fumigation. 

(b)  On  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Docks  and  Quays,  trapping 

and  poisoning  are  the  methods  chiefly  used. 

Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships  & 

Ashore  Ships. 

Enquiry  is  made  of  officers  and  crew.  The  usual  rat  traces, 
droppings,  gnawed  woodwork,  body  smears  on  paint  and  small  openings 
affording  passage,  etc.,  are  looked  for,  particularly  in  store 

rooms.  In  practice  it  is  found  that  crews  complain  of  the  presence 
of  rats  without  any  leading  questions. 
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Cargo  workers  are  questioned  as  to  rats  or  rat  traces  they  may  have 
seen  v/hilst  working  the  cargo.  When  a  vessel  is  under  observation, 

,  holds,  lifeboats,  etc#,  are  inspected  for  rat  traces. 

Ashore. 

*  Buildings  are  examined  for  the  usual  rat  traces  and  evidence  of 

gnawed  sacks  and  traces  of  feet  or  tails  in  dust,  etc., 

5.  Rat  Proofing. 

New  Buildings  are  built  on  rat  proof  lines.  Old  buildings  are 
not  and,  where  possible,  efforts  have  been  made  to  Improve  them  by 
zinc  lined  grain  rooms  and  expanded  metal  to  openings  where  practic- 

*  able  • 

6.  Rodent  Control  Certificates  issued...  17 

7.  Barges  fumigated . 2  Mice  recovered . 2 

RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1951. 

TABLE  E. 

On  Vessels. 


Number  of  rats 
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TABLE  P. 

In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves 
and  Warehouses. 


Number  of  Rats. 

Brown • . 
Black*. , 

3  ) 

11  ) 

Dealt  with  by  Rodent 

Species 

not 

-  > 

Officer 

jt 

recorded. 

) 

Estimated  killed  by  Warehouse  and  Wharf  Owners  620 
Bacteriologically  examined....  14 


TABLE  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  "infected”  or  "Suspected" 
Vessels,  or  VesseLs  from  Plague  infected  Sorts  arriving  in  the 
Port  During  the  Year* 

One  vessel  arrived  from  Japan  via  Kobe,  Colombo,  Port  Said  and 
Antwerp  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  and,  following  information  from 
Sheerness  where  the  vessel  was  passed  up  under  partial  Pratique, 
she  was  met  on  arrival  at  Rochester  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer 
and  Port  Inspector. 

She  was  given  full  Pratique  after  examination. 

TABLE  H. 

Deratisation a nd  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates. 

During  the  year  14  Deratisation  Exenition  Certificates  were 
issued  through  the  London  Port  Health  Authority. 

VI.  Hygiene  of  Crew  Space. 
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VII.  Pood  Inspect Ion. 

1.  Action  Taken  under  the  Public  Health  (imported  Food)  Regulations, 
1937s  The  public  Health  (imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926 j  The  Public 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  -  1940  and  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (SectIonS9). 

Cargoes  of  flour,  wheat,  barley,  maize  to  the  total  of  125  were 
examined.  The  cargoes  were  In  good  condition  with  the  exception  of 

half  a  ton  of  wheat,  damaged  by  bilge  water,  which  was  disposed  of  by  the 
Salvage  Division  of  the  Ministry. 

2.  Shellfish. 

Periwinkles  only  are  taken  from  the  River  Medway. 
Collection  of  mussels,  cockles  and  oysters  is  controlled  by  the  Medway 
Shellfish  Regulations,  1936,  which  require  them  to  be  re laid  in  approved 
waters  or  passed  through  a  cleansing  plant, 

Mussels  are  not  gathered  owing  to  the  expense  involved 
In  cleansing  or  relaying*  However,  as  a  check  on  the  condition  of 
mussels  existing  In  the  River,  a  sample  was  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Evidence  of  faecal  contamination  was 
present  but  no  pathogenic  organisms  we®  cultivated. 

No  cockles  exist  In  numbers  sufficient  to  be  a 
commercial  proposition. 

Oysters  are  relaid  at  Bright lingsea  or  sent  to  the 
Brightlingsea  Cleansing  Plant  for  sterilisation. 

The  hayings  from  which  Shellfish  (Specifying  the  kinds  of 
Shellfish  which  may  be  marketed  in  the  District)  are  Derived* 

Sources  of  local  supply  of  Oysters  and  Mussels  are 
Whit st able  and  Billingsgate  Market.  No  Shellfish  are  imported  from 
Overseas  or  British  Porta. 

VIII.  Other  .information. 


Dangerous  infectious  Disease  (Smallpox,  Typhus,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever 

gu© )  • 

Arrangements  for  Hospital  Treatment* 


Disease* 

Smallpox 

Typhus  Fever 

Cholera,  Yellow  Fever  & 
Plague 

Ambulance  Service  for  Dangerous 
London  County  Council 


Hospital* 

Long  Roach  Hospital,  Dart ford* 

Tel.  Dart ford  3231. 

St*  Ann’s  General  Hospital,  st.  Anri»s 
Road,  Tottenham,  N.15* 

Tel.  Stamford  Hill  1144. 

Any  Local  Infectious  Disease  Hospital 
or,  E.M.S.  Bed  Service  -  Tel. 


Moncach  3000* 

Infectious  Disease  Is  provided  bv  the 
Tel.  Waterloo  3311. 


Canal  Boats • 

i  JEh^r0-«?1,0  I10  0&nal  boats  operating  within  the  boundary  of  the  Port 
ara^k  motor  coasters  with  their  lowering  masts,  motor  barges  and* 

n ow ^han d le&  the  *  t  »>  r  ^ «  m"7  mU°?  !?bove  Roche3tor’  Bridge  and  these  vessels 
now  nanuiQ  the  i*raue  once  carried  by  canal  boats. 


provision  for  cleansing  and  Disinfecting  Verminous  persons. 

r.f  .Jf  Station  at  St.  William's  Hospital  is  at  the  dlaooaal 

or  ,tt  he  sam^o.^^ 


Sprained  Ankle  l 
Bruised  Ribs  l 
Dental  Abscess  2 


Cases  of  Sickness. 

Jaundice  1  Fibrositi^  1 

Pleurisy  1  Hypopiesia  1 

Scabies  1 


Burns  l 
’Flu  1 
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River  Samples* 

Twelve  samples  of  river  water  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  which  showed e vidence  of  faocal  contamination  but 
no\  pathogenic  organisms  were  cultivated* 

Scorpions* 

The  master  of  a  small  river  barge  reported  that  his  mate 
had  awakened  in  his  bunk  to  find  a  small  scorpion  on  his  face* 

He  staed  that  about  one  month  previously  the  craft  had 
carried  a  cargo  of  bones,  tbs  origin  of  which  was  said  to  bo  Egypt* 

During  the  discharge  of  this  cargo  a  large  scorpion  bad  been  killed* 

The  fact  that  a  month  later  another,  smaller  scorpion  had  been  found 
led  the  master  to  suspect  that  there  wore  more  on  board* 

The  barge  had  a  full  cargo  on  board  which  she  was  discharg¬ 
ing  in  the  London  River  and, as  the  only  practicable  course  was  a  complete 
fumigation,  information  was  telephoned  to  the  London  Port  Health  Authority 
On  arrival  in  the  London  River, a  fter  discharging  her  cargo,  the  barge 
was  fumigated  with  H.C.N.  No  more  scorpions  were  found. 

Mosquitoes. 

Anti-mosquito  measures  have  been  carried  out  on  the  local 
marshes  under  the  direction  of  the  Port  Health  Inspector.  Numerous 
pools  and  permanent  collections  of  water  have  been  treated  where  necessary 
and  practicable.  The  spraying  with  D*D*T*  and  Larvicide  has  reduced  the 
mosquito  nuisance  to  negligible  proportions* 

Psittacosis  Regulations. 

One  prohibition  to  land  a  parrot  was  issued  and  one  parrot  was  landed 
under  permission  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


5# 


'  * 


f 


. 

,  V  v  •:  Xi  ..0  •  ,W  r  , :  dC  Oiijtc.  /  '  -■ 


*£OOiCUO£| 

c  3j»  el,  )  ■.{<  •  v*  tu<  c  l  o.  *2'  ‘i  User,  a  0  tc  i&f*M  (>r'T 

♦  o.oal  #Ui.  no  rtoiq'Xooa  XX Man  a  Jball  oil  •  .n ?.  inn,,;  :,  • 

. 

♦  oci  c  i  iiL.v  jj3¥  /lotii-itf  1©  r.  :.  X  or  %«*i:©d  lc<  033*0  *  tel'i'txo 

*  .;.laf  aoecf  JbArf  aciq*Jooa  ©&iaI  a  o&nao  toldi  He  e^puriea.tft  id# 
h?  j cl  a?.,  *  Jtad  nulq^oca  3©XIb»*  3*#*I  d#fco«  *  #*ri#  #©*t  ©riT 

.  <tu  Q  tyr;  >••',■  £  2u'*t  j*.':  •:■• :.  T*wa  ■:.»#  U  #**ni  «ri#  &*£ 

-  ..  >fiS  J  oi  .V  )‘t  f  Cv  O’  v*t>  .  I  i4t  i*  JC-X1U  ||'J.  #  rdf 

tor.tfl  noj&0<xX  erf#  a*  Sni 

3  w  *  :..•••'■  ■•■^  .  ’  v- a'j  •*  ?ovf.fl  rofmed  erf#  n.!  I#v.f  3*  oO 

,  _  j  •  -  ,  .  .  .-v  :  '  -  3V/ 

. 

.aoojtiwpao*  . 

Is  sol  c dJ  uo  :  ■  yy  ,  .x;  :v/.  ^  ' 

saoaeooa  crioi  sv  &*#.c®3ii  coed  :  /ad  *5:o  aaoltfeeXIoo  #floc«w*oq  &a»  fiXooq 

3:,. a  fur:  .8  «**G«C 

* .  .:■..?  ’■  ■  >:•  -  •  '  u  0j  '.-p'v.n 


. 


i  ,  j  c  «-  i-j'i  :e  Geo  i(M  fioMBci  ap-v  io-;*io«  3  6naX  »1  noiJ.Jtftxionj  a1') 

;jo H  to  odd  to  aoi8«JU«»q  Mfclpf 


*■ 


